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USING THE PLUGIN

This help file was written based on the features of version V1.3.0 of the plugin.
This plugin will allow you to enter and manage your forest plots. By clicking on a plot, you can view all the 
information you have entered. You can also enter tree species, work completed and to be completed, and the 
coordinates of the plots that affect you.
This plugin consists of 11 tabs: 4 for viewing, 4 for entering information about your plots, a tab for entering plot 
owner information, a tab with editable data, and an analysis tab.
Once you have installed and configured the plugin, select the icon in the menu bar or from the «Extensions» 
menu, «Plot Management.». 

Here
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I.	THE DIFFERENT TABS
A.	The Viewing Tabs

		  There are 4 of these tabs that allow you to see the information you have entered via the Input 
menu.

The menu is therefore made up of tabs, but also a section 
that remains identical for all tabs.
You will find a fixed section identical for each tab and 
which is as follows:
1 – Latitude and longitude of the clicked point.
2 – Plot number.
3 – Plot area (always expressed in ares).
4 – Name of the selected layer.
5 – «Data» checkbox. This will be discussed later. It 
allows you to modify elements in the tree species list, type 
of work and treatments, and the Analysis tab.
6 – Access to enter and modify information about your 
plots.
7 – This checkbox indicates that the plot belongs to you 
and you can therefore access the Entry menu.
8 – Help file. This is where you are.
9 – Button to create an entity within a plot. 10 – Des-
cribes access to the parcel
11 and 12 – Land type and comments.
13 – Deletion of a D566a child entity. Only parcels with 
an index can be deleted.

Informations
You will therefore find the type of plot that was selected, the type of trees, the year of planting, the number of 
trees and possibly the percentage of each species (limited to 4). All of this data is what you entered.

1.	Works

In this tab, you’ll find the dates and types 
of work completed, as well as any com-
ments you may have. The number of rows is 
limited to six. These elements are stored in 
your layer’s attribute table and are the ones 
you entered (Examples in French).

Dates and types of work
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2.	Treatments

This tab lists the treatments with their dates and 
any comments. There are also a maximum of six 
of them. The structure is the same as the previous 
one.

3.	Forecast tab

In this tab, you’ll find the dates and work 
plans, as well as any comments you may 
have. The number of lines is limited to 
four. The structure is the same as the pre-
vious ones. However, the date field doesn’t 
have to be an xx/xx/xx field.

B.	The Owner tab

This tab allows you to enter the information you have 
concerning, for example, a neighboring plot and add the 
owner’s contact details. To do this, simply select the «Mo-
dify Information» checkbox and enter the information. 
As soon as you click on this checkbox, the «Save» button 
appears. Filling in the name field is enough to change the 
color of the plot number on the map (purple), indicating 
that you have entered information for this plot. And as for 
the other plots, you will still find the coordinates, number 
and surface area there.
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C.	The Modifications Tabs

All of these tabs have been created to simplify your task. They are therefore made up of pre-established lists, 
which you can modify in the «Data» tab, date fields (except for the forecasts tab) and Notes fields. There are 4 of 
them, as for the Visualization tabs, and they only appear if you check the «Input» box and this plot belongs to 
you.

1.	Entering Information

In this tab, you can enter general information about your plot, including:
• The type of tree species (limited to four).
• The percentage of each type.
• The year of planting.
• The number of transplanted plants.
• The plot type from a list. This element is attached to the legend and will change the color of your plot based on 
your selection.
• Information on access to the plot from a defined list.
• The quality of the land and any comments.

The tree species type can be modified in the «Data» tab.

The planting type selection list allows you to select the age and type of planting from a list. You can change the 
color but not the title. Please note that reconfiguring the plugin will erase your settings.

Symbyology
If you want to add your own colors, you’ll need to 
save your style and replace the plugin’s style (styleplu-
gin.qml). Please note that the plugin doesn’t handle 
hatching, dotted lines, or other complex styles.
However, the labels are fixed in the Python file. If you 
modify them, the legend titles will be different from 
those in the selection list. The legend is configured in 
English during plugin configuration, but you can always 
modify it after configuration.

If you have already configured your project with an ol-
der version, to put the legend in English, simply go to 
QGIS, on the desired layer, and do: Properties -->Sym-
biology, then click on style and add style. You will find 
the English language style in the «resources» directory 
of the QGIS plugins.
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2.	Work entry

This tab works like the previous one with a list 
of work types from the «Data» tab and editable. 
The date field is presented in the form of a calen-
dar to facilitate entry. The original date is always 
01/01/2000.

In this example the choice list is in French but you 
can modify it easily in English by checking the Data 
box.

3.	Data entry Processing

This tab works like the previous one, only the designa-
tion of the lists is different, but it still comes from the 
“Data” tab and is editable, in French in this example but 
editable in English.
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4.	Work forecast entry

The only slight difference with the Jobs and Proces-
sing tabs is the nature of the «date» field, which is 
not a date but can also be a text like «spring 2026». 
The number of fields is limited to 4 for this tab. The 
editable list is the same as that of «Jobs».

D.	 Data tab

It is in this tab accessible by clicking on the Data checkbox, accessible from each plot that you can replace and 
add tree species, types of work and treatments. However, the number of lines is limited to 22. To validate your 
modifications you will have to click on the «Save» button. This table is pre-filled at the origin. But the first time 
you make a modification, this will create a table of your personal data which is located in the «resources» folder 
of the plugin under the name «table_data.csv».

1 - The checkbox that allows you to access this tab.
2 - Button to save your changes

There are 5 editable lists:
Tree species
Work
Treats
Access
Land

The number of lines is limited to 22 and is pre-filled. You can 
delete, add, or modify elements.
Please note that if you modify an element included in a field 
of your attribute table, it will no longer appear in the field 
being viewed, even if it is already in your table.
For example, if you change «Chestnut tree» to «Chestnut 
trees», it will no longer appear. You will need to re-enter it in edit mode.
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E.	Statistics tab

This tab is accessible by checking the Data box, and the 
tab is located alongside the editable data tab.
You’ll find information from calculations, as well as a tab 
for exporting various data to Excel. You can export all or 
part of the information.
There are also three sub-tabs that provide information 
about your forest plots.

II.	 CREATION OF AN ENTITY IN A PARCEL
In QGIS, you can create a zone within a plot(1), meaning a feature that will have its own information. This 
feature exists natively in QGIS, but it posed some logical data integration issues. So, I recreated it to make it 
easier to manage your blocks within your plots.Be careful not to use Fillring when using the plugin, this will 
create a conflict, especially since the display of the native QGIS dialog box has been disabled.
You can access this tool at any time in the main form:
Then simply draw your polygon by left-clicking at each 
corner. You can close the polygon by right-clicking or clicking 

You will then have a new window open which will 
show you the elements created for this new entity and 
which will be saved in the table. You will need to enter the 

index of the new parcel. The other data is there 
for information purposes only. It is recom-
mended to enter an index of type a, b... A, B... 
The number 0 is prohibited. The surface area of ​​
this new entity is calculated automatically but 
the surface area of ​​the parent entity (or parcel) is 
not modified. In the analyses tab, these poly-
gons are excluded from the calculation of the 
total surface area since they are still integrated 
into the parent parcel. For a given parcel, the 
index must be unique.
Vous aurez alors une nouvelle entité dans votre 
parcelle pour laquelle vous pourrez saisir les in-
formations de son contenu de manière classique.

 To delete a child entity, simply click on the button (2), click on the plot to be deleted. Please note that only 
plots with an index can be deleted. You will have a message asking you 
to confirm the deletion. In this way, all the data for this entity will be 
deleted.
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III.	 INFORMATIONS

A.	What is editable

You can change the colors of your different plot types. Note that for some layers, the font color has been adapted 
(white) due to the dark color of the style sheet. This has been done hard-coded in the Python code. Lhe plugin 
does not support hatching, dotted lines, or complex background types such as dot density.You can edit all the 
information in the «Data» tab without any problem within the limit of 22 lines.

You can eventually change the labels (this is where the white font for dark styles is.) But if you reload the plugin 
it will overwrite your changes. And you will have to redo your changes.

B.	What is not modifiable

The plot type titles. It is best not to change the names to be consistent with the legend of the layer windows and 
the list in the input, but nothing prevents you from doing so, except that it will not be reflected in your choice 
list. The list is in the plugin code.

IV.	RAPPEL CONFIGURATION

This plugin allows you to structure, manage and enter a lot of information about your forest plots linked to 
cadastral plots. The links to retrieve the cadastral files are specific to France; you will have to search for where to 
find the files for your country yourself.

V.	 PLUGIN PREREQUISITES
To use this plugin, you must:

Have installed one or more geopackage layers (.gpkg extension).
Make sure these layers have an «id» type field (883190000D0591), a «section» field, and a «number» field.
Note: If you download your parcel layers from cadastre.gouv.fr, you will need to create these two fields using the 
Field Calculator in your attribute table. For section: (substr(‘id’,10,1)) and for number: (right(‘id’,4)).

Once you have downloaded the parcel you need. Referring to the municipality code, for example, for the par-
cel map of an entire municipality, you will need to install the cadastre extension available in the QGIS plugins. 
Create a database, for example, «test.» This operation only needs to be performed once, even if you are installing 
multiple cadastral maps. Finally, you will need to use the cadastral plugin to upload the files to the directory 
where you downloaded them.

You can also download a pre-formatted .json layer for QGIS, which already includes the section and number 
fields.

You are HERE
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VI.	PROCEDURE

A.	JSON file recovery (for France)

1.	 There are many formats for cadastral elements; in our case, the json format is more than sufficient and 
has the advantage of being able to be retrieved 
municipality by municipality.

2.	 So you find this data here at the bottom of the page: 
https://cadastre.data.gouv.fr/datasets/cadastre-etalab

	 Select your department, then your municipality 
using the INSEE code, and you will arrive on this page. 
The required files are marked with an asterisk.
3.	 You will then need to unzip the files into a directory of your choice.
4.	 You open QGIS and a new project.
5.	 You select your files and drag them into the QGIS layer explorer like this.
6.	 For the section, 

place_names and 
buildings files, 
you just have to 
remove the back-
ground color by 
right-clicking on it, 
Properties Sym-
biology and adapt 
the outline to your 
taste (I advise you not to put a colored background) then in labels add the TEX field as a simple label to see 
the place_names and sections displayed.  

7.	 The file setup is complete. The file will be converted to .gpkg format automatically.

This link is only valid for the French land registry.

A.	EDIGEO file recovery

Since version 1.3.3 of the plugin, the configurator 
will prompt you to create the section and num-
ber fields if they don’t exist in the attribute table, 
which is the case for some EDIGEO files. You 
can either create only empty fields or fill in all the 
fields by converting the id field. To do this, it must 
be in the style xxxx{section}{number}. The section 
field will be detected if it contains characters (a, A, 
etc.), and the number field must be a sequence of 
numbers. For example, 0245 will be considered as 
245.
This structure corresponds to the structure of the 
French land register and the standard Idu format. 
As a reminder:
example: 88319000AR0124 corresponds to:
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88319: commune of Moyenmoutier.
000: fixed prefix.
AR: cadastral section. 0124: plot 124.

There are three buttons:
Cancel: Cancels the creation
Create fields: Creates and fills in the fields
Empty fields: Creates the section and number fields but does not fill them in.
The «without section» checkbox allows you to create the section field without filling it in, making the plugin 
compatible with the Swiss land registry numbering (number only). Creating an empty section field avoids the 
error «missing a section field.»

B.	Installing EDIGEO files

AAfter downloading the file you’re interested in using the link above, if you don’t have it, you’ll need to install 
the cadastre plugin in the extensions.

Then you’ll first need to import your database using the import option in the cadastre plugin:

Here is a link that explains all the steps to install a cadastral parcel using the cadastral plugin:https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=1mZ9NccOd98
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VIII.	  PLUGIN CONFIGURATION

To use this plugin, you must first configure your 
parcel layer(s) to create the fields required for its 
use.

To do this, click the two checkboxes and 
confirm with the Confirm button.
If a required field is missing, you will see this 
message: 

You can change the name of your file

You will then have this message which will appear: 
If you have already configured your project with an 
older version, to put the legend in English, simply go to 
QGIS, on the desired layer, and do: Properties -->Sym-
biology, then click on style and add style. You will find 
the English language style in the «resources» directory of 
the QGIS plugins.

Once the fields are created you will have a message indica-
ting this and you will see the new legends and colors that 
you can assign to your plots appear in the layers area on 
the left.

And that’s it. All that’s left is to discover the plugin.


